






Dr. Chontay expressed concern and question how the Commission will track the family members of the 

deceased due to opioids through settlement dollars.  

Ms. King indicated that could be addressed as part of the FAQ section of the quarterly report. 

Mr. Nanos directed attention to the impact survey indicating an opportunity to address that concern in the 

survey.  

IX. Commission Member Comment

The Chair asked if there were any comments from Commission members.

Mr. Rambo updated the Commission to a meeting had with Attorney General Nessel about opioid 

settlement dollars. Mr. Rambo provided a handout for the Commission’s awareness of an intended 

follow-up memo to the Attorney General based on discussions at the meeting.   

Mr. Casemore updated the Opioid Task Force have a meeting scheduled in September and November. 

Mr. Casemore provided a handout for Southwest Michigan Behavioral Health 8th Annual Regional 

Healthcare Policy Forum recognizing Dr. Poland as a panelist. 

Dr. Risma announced his resignation from the Commission due to a heavy professional workload 

indicating today being his last meeting. Dr. Risma expressed gratitude and appreciation to the 

Commission.  

The Chair expressed gratitude and appreciation to Dr. Risma for his service to the Commission. The 

Chair indicated the Commission will reach out to leadership for an appointee to succeed Dr. Risma.  

Mr. Masi expressed gratitude and appreciation to Commission members for the outreach due to the 

passing of family member. 

X. Next Meeting Date: Thursday, October 12, 2023

The Chair announced the next meeting date for Thursday, October 12, 2023, at 10:00 a.m.

The Chair reminded Commission members a majority of seven (7) Commission members

in attendance is required to conduct Commission business and instructed Commission

members to let the clerk know if availability has changed.

XI. Adjournment

There being no further business before the Commission the Chair adjourned the meeting

at 11:58 a.m. with unanimous support.
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Initial Outreach and Communication Plan 

Step 1. 

Outreach/correspondence to the United Tribes of Michigan (UTM) 

Description: Notification/correspondence to be sent to UTM leadership (President) and staff 
(Executive Director) with request for dissemination to Tribal leaders. 

Step 2: 

Outreach/correspondence to Tribal leaders and Tribal Health/Behavioral Health Directors 

Description: To occur within 7 days of initial send-out to UTM,· notification/correspondence to 
be sent simultaneously to each of the twelve (12) Tribal Chairs/designated leadership teams and 
Health/Behavioral Health directors. See Attachment A. 

Noting exploration of "designated leadership teams" with each Tribal government, upon further 
discussion. 

Step 3: 

Outreach/correspondence to Tribal service organizations and/or representative agencies 

Description: To occur within 7 days of initial send-out to Tribal leaders and Health/Behavioral 
Health directors; notification/correspondence to Tribal service organizations and/or 
representative agencies. See Attachment A. 

Step 4: Outreach/correspondence to State historic Tribes 

Description: To occur within 7 days of initial send-out to Tribal leaders and Health/Behavioral 
Health directors; notification/correspondence to State historic Tribes. See Attachment A. 

Step 5: 

Outreach/correspondence to Tribal lobbyists 

Description: To occur within 7 days of initial send-out to Tribal leaders and Health/Behavioral 
Health directors; notification/correspondence to Tribal lobbyists, if/as applicable. 

Step 6: 

Facilitation of a monthly OAC/Tribal call for all interested Tribes and/or Tribal affiliates 

Description: Initial Zoom call to align with OAC sessions, generally held 2"d Thursday of the 

month. Noting that meeting schedule is subject to change based on input from 
attendees/participating Tribes. 
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UPCOMING DA TES Proposed 

Thursday, October 12 

fhursday, November 16 

Thursday, December 14 

Thursday, January 11 

2:00-3:00p 

2:00-3:00p 

2:00-3:00p 

2:00-3:00p 

OAC Community Engagement and Planning Collaborative (advisory workgroup): The OAC 
also supports Tribal representation on the Community Engagement and Planning Collaborative. 
Present (proposed) language of the workgroup includes Tribal prioritization through a minimum 
of two (2) Tribal representatives, as designated by the Tribes. 

The Community Engagement and Planning Collaborative (advisory workgroup) formally 
convened in September, 2023. 

Information to be Shared by the OAC 

• Information/updates related to national opioid litigation, state opioid settlement funds (Michigan
Opioid Healing and Recovety Fund), and activities within the state opioid settlement space

• Information/updates related to the work of Opioid Advisory Commission, including but not
limited content of OAC meetings, quarterly/annual reports*, formal recommendations, regional
listening sessions, updates/priorities of workgroup(s), planning considerations, etc.

• Information/updates related to activities of the State-Local Opioid Settlement workgroup
• Information/updates related to national trends, strategies, and promising practices
• Information/updates regarding resources and contacts
• Information/updates on legislative action

Information Sought from Tribal Partners 

• Need, priorities, strengths, barriers, and gaps observed within the community; relevant to
substance use disorders (SUD), mental health conditions, and/or co-occurring disorders (COD);
prevention, treatment, recovery, and harm reduction services.

• Tribal-specific considerations for existing state behavioral health initiatives
• Tribal-specific considerations for existing local behavioral health initiatives
• Direct recommendations for funding, as applicable to the charge/scope of the OAC
• Direct recommendations for planning, use, and appropriation of state opioid settlement

funds
• Direct recommendations for policy, as applicable to the charge/scope of the OAC
• Programs/practices to highlight; current Tribal behavioral health initiatives, programming, and/or

promising practices for substance use disorder (SUD), mental health conditions, and/or co
occu1Ting disorders

• Tribal-specific and/or culturally responsive considerations for prevention, treatment, recovery,

and harm reduction efforts for substance use disorder (SUD) and mental health conditions
• Tribal-specific and/or culturally responsive considerations for overdose prevention work
• Tribal-specific and/or culturally responsive considerations for youth prevention work
• General inp�t/feedback/suggestions related to the work of the OAC, proposed Tribal Outreach

Plan (TOP), and infomrntion needs/requests
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*The OA C supports inclusion of a Tribal-specific section in its quarterly and annual reports, to allow for
direct identification of needs. priorities. strengths, barriers, and recommendations for Legislative action,
as applicable to the charge of the OAC and as identified by the Tribes.

Initial Outreach 

Initial outreach efforts to take place by October 2023. Documents to be expected in initial 
correspondence: 

• OAC Introduction (Letter/Email)
• OAC Tribal Outreach Plan Proposed Attachment
• Monthly OAC/Tribal Call: Agenda and Access Information Attachment
• Michigan Opioid Settlement Funds Part T: Key Agencies and Settlements Attachment
• Michigan Opioid Settlement Funds Part U: Frequently Asked Questions Attachment

Final Considerations 

As the OAC's Tribal Outreach Plan is in early stages of implementation, any input/feedback from Tribal 
partners is strongly encouraged. 

The OAC welcomes questions, suggestions, and any direct contact from Tribal partners and hopes to 
establish both collective and individual spaces for communication, to best suppmt the interests and needs 
of all Tribal governments. 

Please contact Tara King, OAC Program Coordinator, for all inquiries and suggestions: 

tking@lcgislatu re. mi.gov 
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Attachment A. 

"Tribes"; "federally recognized Tribes"; "Tribal governments"; and "sovereign nations" is intended to 
include the following: 

Bav Mills Chippewa Indian Communitv 

Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians 

1-lannahvillc Potawatomi Indian Community

Nottawaseppi Huron Band Potawatomi (NHBP) 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa lndians 

Little Traverse Bay Band orOdawa Indians 

Little River Band of Ottawa fndians 

Match-e-be-nash-she-wish Band or Pottawatomi Indians of Michigan {Gun Lake Tribe) 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 

Sarrinaw Chippewa lndian Tribe 

Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 

"State historic Tribes" is intended to include the following: 

Burt Lake Band or Ottawa and Chippewa Indians 

Grand River Bands of Ottawa Indians 

Mackinac Bands of Chippewa and Ottawa Indians 

Wyandot of Anderdon Nation 

"Tribal service organizations and/or representative agencies" includes, but is not limited, to the following: 

American Indian Health and Family Services (ATHFS) 

Inter-Tribal Council of"Michi12.un, Inc. (ITCMI) 

North American Indian Association of Detroit (NAIA) 

South Eastern Michirran lndians, lnc. (SEMII) 
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